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Nothing is Random

“We live an entire lifetime on the memory of a moment.”

It sounds like a metaphor, but it is close to fact. Most of the time we
pass through disappears, yet some scenes stay for decades. A
moment of being loved. An afternoon of happiness with no cause. A
scene we can never return to that still moves us. What holds a life
together may not be a grand narrative but a few moments like these,
small enough to seem like nothing.

Out of all those days, why did that scene remain? It looks like
chance. But it may be the result of the light and temperature that
day, the state of the body and mind, and everything accumulated
before it. Amoment that meant nothing to someone standing in the
same place becomes another person’s memory for life.

The name Random Diversity begins in that paradox: a diversity that
appears scattered at random, and yet not one part of it truly is. We
simply cannot read all the reasons yet. So we try not to reduce those
differences too quickly to a single average.

What a Name Erases

Naming works in two directions. It makes something
comprehensible, and it erases whatever the name fails to explain.
With the single word “sadness” we believe we have understood each
other, but there is no way to know whether the sadness you passed
through last night is the sadness left in a childhood memory.
Language gathers different experiences under one name and
connects us, and in that compression what vanishes first is usually
what is most individual.

Random Diversity has been looking at that point for five years.
More than 200,000 people have faced their own memories and
carried that moment’s response away as color, scent, and sound. We
have never decided what the result meant. The moment we call this
blue “sadness,” a sensation that existed for one person alone returns
to the average language everyone knows.

So what we handed over was not an answer but an unfamiliar
sensation. What to call it has always been left to the person who lived
the feeling.

Where Does a Feeling Come From?

This edition of “Color of Emotion” goes one step further. A
measurement begins with a photograph: someone you love, a
moment from a trip, a scene whose meaning only you know. But did
that feeling arise the instant you looked at it — or were memories
already leading you toward that scene before you chose it?

Recent work in Al and neuroscience has observed a possible
temporal and hierarchical correspondence between how the brain
builds meaning and how a machine processes information.! Meaning
is not completed in an instant; it forms across stages.

If so, a feeling may be a trajectory rather than a point. We name
emotions as states — “sad,” “happy” — but no feeling arrives for no
reason. It begins somewhere, lingers, wavers, meets other memories,
and passes through time before becoming the sensation we have
now.

So this exhibition asks not “What emotion is this?” but “How did
this feeling come to me?” A name can be shared. The route to it
belongs to one person.

When Technology Starts Explaining You

We hand more and more judgment over to technology: what to
watch, what to buy, where to go, what to write. And now it reaches
further in, explaining who we are, what we feel, and why we choose
as we do.

The problem is not only that these explanations might be wrong. It
is that as they grow more accurate, we may start waiting for an
outside reading instead of looking inward.

“What am | feeling right now?” If even this question goes to a
machine before it goes to ourselves, what have we lost?

This is where Random Diversity uses technology. We measure
brainwaves and optic nerve responses, analyze relationships among

countless signals, and look for patterns not visible before. But we do
not install it as an interpreter more accurate than the person.
Technology measures. It does not decide meaning.

Al can calculate how closely one response resembles others. It
cannot know why you thought of that person, or why that scene still
matters to you.

What we protect is not the residue a machine has yet to explain. It
is the moment itself, irreplaceable because it happened only once.
Even if technology one day explains it, what remains is yours: what to
call that memory, what to make of a sensation, what it means in your
life. We cannot separate ourselves from technology, nor do we need
to. What matters is whether, after joining with it, we can return to the
place where we feel and judge on our own.

Preserving Difference, Not Averages

Thereis a contradiction here. Today’s Al learns the patterns that
repeat across vast records of human behavior and predicts what
people will do with growing accuracy.? Using it to look at the one
person who cannot be reduced to an average seems contradictory.
Random Diversity does not avoid it. We believe that as the coordinate
system grows more precise, it becomes clearer how far one point sits
from all the others. We use the machine that makes averages to resist
the average.

The record of the past five years is not a database for predicting
anyone’s next emotion. It is an archive of moments people could
never let go of. What we look for is not the most universal feeling, but
the scene that mattered to one person alone, the moment nothing
else could replace, the difference that disappears the instant it is
averaged.

Under similar conditions, looking at the same image, people left
different responses and different colors. We do not erase those
differences as error or noise, because we begin from the fact that the
same world does not arrive the same way for everyone. That
difference is what we preserve.

What Happens Once Is What Keeps Us Alive

At the end of the exhibition, your memory and feeling remain as a
single color in a small bottle. It is not a diagnosis or a psychological
verdict, but a trace left where memory, the body’s response, time,
and sensation briefly crossed — the moment a feeling that set out
from far away arrived.

From birth to death, a human being never produces the same
brainwave twice. Look at the same photograph again and the same
moment does not come back. That color is a material record of a
moment that existed only once, and only for you.

The moments that hold a life together are mostly trivial to
everyone else. To the person who lived them, nothing can take their
place. What language set aside for efficiency. What statistics pushed
away in the search for common ground. What, to one person, was
worth more than anything else.

Nothing is random.

There was some reason that moment stayed with me. Even if the
reason cannot be fully explained, the moment existed all the same.

Random Diversity does not interpret that reason for you. What we
do is catch a once-only moment in material form before it disappears
and set it back in front of you — letting the person who meets that
color see again, on their own, what they have held onto.

Even in an age when technology explains human beings better and
better, the last interpretation of an experience should belong to the
person who lived it.

We live an entire lifetime on the memory of a moment. Even when |
am gone, the fact that | carried such moments is what remains —
proof that a life was here, and that it shone.

Whether it was love, or happiness, or longing, can wait.

Name it later. Or don’t. ©

1 Goldstein, A. et al. “Temporal structure of natural language processing in the human brain
corresponds to layered hierarchy of large language models.” Nature Communications 16, 10529
(2025).

Binz, M. et al. “A foundation model to predict and capture human cognition.” Nature 644, 1002-
1009 (2025).
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